Establishment of Epstein-Barr virus (EBV) infection in epithelial cells derived from the nasopharynx by cell fusion.
To establish EBV-infection in the nasopharyngeal epithelial cells, we carried out cell fusion of the lymphocytes with nasopharyngeal epithelial cells, and proved that it was possible to detect the appearance of EBNA in the epithelial nuclei. It is suggested that the establishment of EBV-infection in nasopharyngeal epithelial cells may include cell fusion and involvement of the EBV receptors.